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What is ‘Story, Source, 
Scholarship’?
The ‘Story, Source, Scholarship’
model enables students to develop
their understanding of the discipline
of being an historian through
engaging with a clear narrative
overview of events, relevant
primary sources, and the views of
eminent historians.

This model combines ideas shared
by @SPBeale and @mrfitzhist.

What does the research say?
In TH99 Riley suggests that a single
enquiry question driving pupil’s work
with a collection of sources models
the unfolding process of evidential
reasoning.

What’s the wisdom on evidence and
sources in TH176 explains the
importance of giving students
opportunities to examine carefully
curated collections of sources,
ensuring that they have a clear
contextual narrative within which to
place them.

Further Reading
What’s the wisdom on 
interpretations of the past (TH177)
Reisman; Teaching students to think 
like historians. 
Foster (TH142) Passive receivers or 
constructive readers? 

Using the ‘Story, Source, Scholarship’ model. 

Story
• Start with an overview of the key

events that you are studying. This
should be a clear narrative account
that will help students to build a
clear understanding and serve as a
reference point when engaging with
the sources and scholarship.

• Students complete a guided reading
of the text by creating a title and
short bullet point summary for each
paragraph.

Do’s and Don’ts 

To really maximise the effectiveness of 
the Story, Sources, Scholarship model, 
follow this guidance below: 

In the History Classroom

• Carefully consider your
enquiry question so that
the study of each
component helps students
to construct an answer.

• Model each stage of the
process and stop for
discussion of key points.

• Use challenging academic
writing as part of the ‘story’
component.

• Don’t rush through each
component. Check
understanding of key
concepts before moving on.

• Don’t use this model as a
complete lesson. This is
designed to accompany
clear teacher explanation.

• Don’t be afraid to change
the activities to suit the skill
you are teaching.

Below are some examples of how you can use this model to

develop your students’ understanding of substantive concepts.

Source
• New contextual knowledge from the

‘Story’ is then used to inform an analysis
of a range of relevant primary sources.

• Students start by interpreting the main
message of each of the sources before
moving on to consider how the sources
help with their overall enquiry.

Enquiry Question
• Begin with a clear enquiry question

that will be answered through
studying the three components.

Scholarship
• Students finally engage with arguments

made by historians regarding the
events, highlighting the most important
phrase or sentence in each.

• Finally students answer the final enquiry
question utilising knowledge and
evidence from all three components of
the resource.

Source Utility
This model allow you
to focus on the value
of a source to a
particular enquiry.

Interpretation
Students practice
identifying the key
message of sources
and arguments in
scholarship.

Final Judgements
Students write a well
evidenced conclusion
to the enquiry.

Discipline of History
Students engage in 
the discipline of 
constructing 
academic writing 
through each 
component. 


